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April showers bring end of term assessments, spring
sports issues, grant deadlines, certification of coaches,
search committee and departmental meetings,
conferences with student-athletes facing -eligibility
issues and a flood of other matters. The waters of
responsibilities continue to rise. So much for my
timeliness with the April issue. Nonetheless, here it is.
We all do the best we can when we can. As Steven
Covey has suggested, begin all tasks with the end in
mind and do first things first. Our first concern as
FARs will always be student-
athlete well-being. We also face
issues regarding academic integrity
and institutional oversight of
athletics. These are our priorities

as FARs.

In this issue, you will find comments from FARA
president Alan Hauser, FARA executive committee

updates, reminders and upcoming events.

As always, we invite your comments and concerns.
FARA is your voice and collectively we represent more
than 1000 NCAA member institutions. When FARA
speaks collectively, people listen. If you receive this
newsletter, you belong to FARA. FARA has no fee,
and you need not submit a registration form. Thanks
and have a successful conclusion to the quarter or

semester.

By the way, did you notice the new FARA byline?
The FARA executive committee discussed the need for
a “brand”. When someone asks, “What is FARA?” we

can now respond succinctly and appropriately,

The official faculty voice ensuring balance

between academics and athletics for the benefit
of student-athletes at more than 1,000 NCAA

colleges and universities.




Excerpts from the Recent FARA Executive Committee Meeting

Alan Hauser, FARA President
Appalachian State University
April 2, 2008

I hope all of you are having an excellent and rewarding
spring term, even as the calendar tells us that the

academic year is moving rapidly to its conclusion.

Your FARA Executive Committee met March 26-29
to plan programs and initiatives for the upcoming year.

Let me describe several of these for you.

The November 2008 FARA Annual Meeting and
Symposium will have as its theme “Enhancing the
Student-Athlete Experience.” It is the student-athlete
who is at the core of all we do in intercollegiate
athletics, and this year the focus will be on
understanding the academic and athletics experience of
the student-athlete, and expanding the ability of FARs
to be helpful to them. Student-athletes have long been
important to us in our consideration of particular
pieces of NCAA legislation during our annual
November meetings. This year in November, we also
want to learn from them in detail about their life as
student-athletes, their needs, their successes,
constraints placed upon them, their ability to be
actively engaged in the academic and co-curricular life
of the student body and what they see to be important
matters needing to be addressed. We will be bringing
two student-athletes per division to the legislative
review sessions this year, and we plan to use these
students, as well as others, to help us understand better
the experience of our student-athletes. In addition to
general programs about student-athletes aimed at the
combined three divisions, there will also be sessions
developed for the programs of each separate division.
You will soon receive information on how you may
register for the FARA Annual Meeting and
Symposium, which will be held this year in San Diego
November 13 through 15 (what better destination city
can you find in November!). Beat the rush, and get
your plans firmed up now.

No doubt many of you have heard of the Division II
Institute, a select program in which one FAR from

each conference in Division II is invited to participate
in a several-day series of sessions designed to increase
their skills and knowledge as they perform their duties
as FARs. This program is not designed for rookie
FAREs, but rather for those who have had enough time
to learn the basics of the position and could profit from
intensive discussions and training. The idea is that
over a period of time each conference will build up a
group of several trained FARs who can serve as
resource persons for their conference. This program
has met with high success in Division II, and the
FARA Executive Committee is now considering
developing similar institutes for Divisions I and III.
While this cannot be developed overnight, the
Executive Committee plans to work diligently to bring
these programs into existence. Please stay tuned for

updates as planning continues.

The Executive Committee also finalized its statement
of FARA’s, and individual FAR’s, focus and purpose,
which reads:

The official faculty voice ensuring balance between
academics and athletics for the benefit of student
athletes at over 1000 NCAA colleges and universities.

We hope you will find this an apt statement of what
FARA and FAR’s are all about.

The Nominations Committee, which I chair, will soon
begin preparing a list of nominees for positions coming
vacant on FARA’s Executive Committee. If you are
interested, we encourage you to run for one of these
vacant positions.




