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FROM THE EDITOR

Many of us find ourselves well into the academic calendar
and deep into the winter athletic season. The first round of
exams and papers faces

us, and our

responsibilities as

FAR’s surround us.

Already we look for the

moment to step back

and regroup. Perhaps that is why this January issue of The
Voice arrives in early February. I apologize for the tardiness;
we will do our best to keep The Voice timely.

Some notes for the membership of FARA...

As FAR’s, we are all members of FARA and are entitled to
all the benefits of membership, including voicing one’s
opinion on a topic, presenting a best practice, or posing a

unStiOIl about, or comment on, a current issue or concern.

The Voice serves as our monthly means of communication.
The FARA Web site (www.farawebsite.org) provides much
information about our association and is also a valuable

communication tool. I encourage new and veteran FARs to
check the site. Bob Ziegenfus, FARA Division II Vice-
President, performed a great service in creating the Web
site.

All division listservs for FARA will be available soon. The
listservs will provide another communication tool for
members, as do other listservs we may use. The listserv will
not be a vehicle for disseminating personnel commentaries
or position pieces to the membership. The Voice is the
vehicle for such communication, and we encourage you to

use The Voice as such. In this issue, for example, you will
find pieces on the NCAA National Study on Collegiate

Sports Wagering. I encourage you to read these pieces and
respond if you would like to do so. Send your comments on
this matter and others to me (jcatanese@anselm.edu).

You will also find in this issue remarks by FARA President
Alan Hauser. Among his remarks, Alan cites Scott
Kretchmar who in the February issue will have an article
about The NCAA Scholarly Colloquium on College Sports
and a new journal on college sports.

“Engaging The Faculty,” the theme of the 2007 FARA
Annual Meeting and Symposium, drew interest and input
from many of you. Division II FARs compiled a set of best
practices which will be on the Web site soon. A session on
“Engaging the Faculty” at the 2008 NCAA Convention
drew a large audience and generated much discussion. If you
have a successful practice for “Engaging the Faculty,” please
forward it to me so we can share it with others. Many of you
have initiated successful programs for engaging faculty, and
these programs can benefit other FAR’s.

The FARA executive committee communicates monthly via
conference call, so if you have an item you would like the
committee to address, contact your division representative.
The committee members are listed on the FARA Web site.

Your comments and suggestions are especially welcome as
the FARA executive committee plans the 2008 Annual
Meeting and Symposium. We will transition from the
theme of “Engaging the Faculty” to a new but related theme
to be determined in March. If you have suggestions for a
theme or session topics, contact your representative.

Joe Catanese
FARA Executive Committee/FARA Voice Editor
Saint Anselm University
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FROM THE FARA PRESIDENT

Dear Fellow FARs,

I enjoyed seeing many of you at the recent NCAA
Convention in Nashville, and hope things are going well for
you as you launch your spring semester. I want to follow up

on a couple of items FARA discussed during the NCAA

Convention, and also seek your input on another matter.

The first item is the governance restructuring in Division I.
The Division I Board has approved this restructuring, and it
will be implemented this coming fall. As Dr. Myles Brand
has indicated in various contexts, a key benefit of this new
structure is that it provides FARs more opportunities for
involvement in the governance of Division I athletics, which
will, in turn, help achieve Dr. Brand’s goal of better
integrating intercollegiate athletics into the life of college
and university campuses. Final decisions will soon be made
concerning the membership on each of the Division I
councils/cabinets. My thanks to each of you who
volunteered to serve on one of these groups. This is an

opportunity for increased faculty involvement in the

governance of intercollegiate athletics that we do not want to

miss.

The next item is the NCAA Scholarly Colloquium on
College Sports, held for the first time January 10-11 at the
NCAA Convention in Nashville. This colloquium brought
together scholars from various disciplines to present and
discuss scholarly approaches to the study of intercollegiate
athletics. The theme of the sessions was “College Sports —
A Legitimate Focus for Scholarly Inquiry?” The sessions

were very lively and quite interesting. Many thanks to Scott
Kretchmar and the others who worked diligently to make
this a successful program. A new journal is being prepared
to publish scholarly articles on college sports, and Scott
announced that all FARs will receive an initial,
complimentary subscription. Please consult Scott’s piece in
the upcoming February issue of FARA Voice for more

information on the colloquium and on the journal.

The last item is the current status of intercollegiate athletics.
Several of you indicated to me in Nashville your concern
about particular issues in intercollegiate athletics that need to
be addressed. I found these discussions interesting, and very
helpful to me in my role as President of FARA. I therefore
ask each of you to send me your thoughts concerning issues
that need to be addressed in intercollegiate athletics. If you
have the time, I would appreciate receiving your comments
in detail, including actions you believe might be taken to
address these problems. If you are short on time, please at
least send me your observations on the nature of the
problem(s) that need(s) to be addressed. These could be

problems that pertain only to one division, or problems that




