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FROM THE EDITOR

Many of you are traveling, researching, teaching,
visiting family or dealing with the many ripples

the semester leaves in its wake. Regarding our

work as FARs, we face transcript reviews, waivers,

reinstatements, visits with prospective student
athletes, conference meetings, and coaches’
certification tests, among the plethora of FAR
activities. This issue will serve as a reminder of
upcoming FARA events and will provide a few

noteworthy points.

We do encourage your comments about your past
year as FAR, whether you are a veteran or novice
FAR. Consider reflecting for a few minutes on the
past year and commenting on the success and
challenges. We would appreciate hearing from

you.

Below you will see our by-line. Give some thought
to the fact that collectively we are responsible for
student-athlete well-being, academic integrity and
institutional oversight of athletics at over 1,000
institutions and we have the opportunity to
provide service to over 380,000 student athletes.
No doubt, many of you made a significant
difference in the life of a student athlete in the

past year. Thank you for serving as FAR.

Enjoy the summer. Look forward to the July and
August issues. Please contact me with comments

and questions at jcatanese@anselm.edu

Joe Catanese

Saint Anselm College

The official faculty voice ensuring balance between academics and athletics for the benefit of student-athletes

at more than 1,000 NCAA colleges and universities.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

I hope you are having an enjoyable summer,
whether it is filled with travel and professional
projects, or whether you are simply taking
advantage of the opportunity to enjoy some time
off from the rigors of the academic year. I have
had the opportunity to do some family visiting,
and I also attended several meetings regarding
intercollegiate athletics, including the regional
seminar in San Antonio, the N4A (National
Association of Academic Advisors for Athletics)
meeting in Kansas City, a national meeting of
wrestling coaches in Las Vegas, and the Degree
Completion Consultants meeting in Indianapolis.
There are many important items that came up at

these meetings, but let me focus on several.

At the N4A meeting, Brian Evans, Associate

Athletics Director for Student-Athlete Services at
Utah State University, presented a document
developed in co-operation by the NCAA and the
N4A, which presents best practices for men’s
basketball student-athletes, focused on improving
the academic performance of these student-
athletes. This document provides many points
which should be useful to each of our institutions,
both in helping with men’s basketball players, but
also in helping with the academic well-being of all
student athletes. Even though the list is geared to
men’s basketball players, many of the best
practices suggested are applicable to all student-

athletes. This N4A Best Practices document is

provided near the end of this issue of FARA

Voice.

The Regional Seminar presented many useful
programs and materials. Everyone present was
given a large notebook containing many useful
PowerPoints/documents updating a number of
important issues such as academic rules and
programs, amateurism, playing and practice
seasons, life  skills, compliance, athletics
certification, etc. I have rummaged through mine,
for Division I, and it is very useful. Also, at these
seminars FARA Executive Committee members
presented the PowerPoint “The Engaged FAR:
Institution, Conference, NCAA and FARA.” If
you are a new FAR, you may find this especially
useful.  Even seasoned FARs will find the
PowerPoint helpful and informative. If you would

like to see the PowerPoint, Karen Cooper can see

to it that you receive a copy.

I worked with several colleagues in the N4A to
develop a program on the Academic Progress Rate
for presentation at the meeting in Las Vegas a
couple of weeks ago of the National Wrestling
Coaches Association. I commend the wrestling
coaches group for taking an interest in working to
improve the academic performance of their
student athletes, and I believe the sessions we had
were very useful. It would certainly be helpful if
various coaches’ associations, athletics conferences,

and individual institutions would avail themselves




of the opportunity provided by the N4A to
provide programs on the Academic Progress Rate
geared toward the needs of individual groups,
conferences, etc. Those interested can contact
Jane Moore, Executive Director of the N4A, at
the N4A National Office, NCSU, Campus Box
8509, Raleigh, North Carolina 27695-8509. The

website is:  NfourA.org.

The last point I'll mention is the Division I

Degree Completion Program sponsored by the
NCAA. T am a member of the Division I -




